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Abstract 
With the rapid increase in the use of information technology, internet usage has also increased. Although internet usage facilitate 
 
hand, the habit of reading contributes to development of skills such as reading comprehension, problem solving and critical 
thinking. Developing these skills is very important for teacher candidates since they will train future generations. The aim of the 
ge and their habit of reading in Istanbul 
 of 
learning; and their age, their subject-area, their purpose of internet usage, their favorite website, time they spend on the internet 
were investigated. The universe of the present study consisted of teacher candidates in Istanbul University. In the study, a 
personal information sheet developed by the researcher was used. The personal information sheet included information about 
ey 
read. 
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1. Introduction 
In tod education aims to make students seek and reach knowledge on their own rather than to teach 
the knowledge directly and to expect memorization of the knowledge from students. With the rapid increase in the 
use of information technology, role of effective internet usage to reach the knowledge has increased. Although 
more individualistic and make instructional 
method weaker when it is used inappropriately. Jadhay (2010) reported that internet usage have differed according 
 usage. 
Developing these skills is very important for teacher candidates since they will train future generations.   
The habit of reading contributes to development of skills such as reading comprehension, problem solving and 
critical thinking. Bruning & et al, (2004) reported the lack of habit of reading to gain information in students despite 
the fact that there is a huge amount of research on reading performance in literature.  
Edem & Ofre (2010) reported responses to an open-ended question on the relationship between habits of reading 
and internet usage. One of the most common responses is categorized under idea that internet usage kills (36.8%): 
chatting in the internet as well as discouragement of students the use of printed books and journals because of the 
negative effect of internet on reading culture. On the other hand, responses in the favor of the internet mentioned its 
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easy access to information and its lots of material providing variety of knowledge resources. Jadhav (2010) 
mentioned that: 
* This study was funded by Istanbul University (UDP). 
 
The basic learning skills involve LSRW (Listening, Speaking, 
Reading and Writing) which are imparted at the school level by language 
teacher. Effective reading requires a great deal of mental effort and 
concentration, as it is necessary for retention and comprehension. 
Reading habit is an act of interpreting printed and written words; it is a 
basic tool of education and one of the important skills in day -to - day 
life. We live in the world of print and electronic media of 
communication. Reading helps in acquiring new ideas in providing the 
needed information. It also helps to seek support for ideas, as well as, 
adds to personal pleasures, besides broadening our mental horizon.  
 
g details for different expository paragraphs require different strategies and new 
vocabulary to be understood and analyzed. Students must learn new vocabulary and practice reading various text 
structures if they are to become proficient readers and writer  
       There are numerous articles about teen reading habits and library services for teens, written by professionals 
who understand the value of reading, but these articles do not always agree on why-teens are or aren't reading. Yet 
in contrast to these myths, the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) Reading at Risk report states that "literary 
reading is declining among all age groups."2 If less than half of the adults surveyed in 2002 by NEA reported 
reading literary works (novels, short stories, poetry, or plays) for pleasure, Gambrell ponders the question: "Are 
adults reading less or are they just reading the views brought forth by the professional literature are, everyone can 
agree with Patrick Jones's emphasis on giving young adults a voice and a chance to speak (Creel, 2007,46). 
       
academic purposes, or watching television. Note the most of the correlations among the amounts of time spent on 
 Reichard & Gardner, 2009). 
Deekle ical 
roles in the development of academic and intellectual prowess and the associated socio-economic benefits. Eden and 
Ofen (2010) have found explored the patterns of and relationships between use activities of undergraduate students 
of the university of Calabar Nigeria. Results showed that the student appreciated the importance of reading to their 
 Men demonstrate more self confidence in using computers and the internet than women 
(Broos, 2008),and they report greater satisfaction in online reading compared to women (Liu & Huang, 2008). 
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2. Aim and Method  
2.1. Aim of the study 
their habit of reading in Istanbul University. The study was a correlational research study. In this regard; the 
relationship 
internet usage, the time that they spend on the internet were investigated. 
2.2. Data Collection 
In the study, a personal information sheet developed by the researcher was used. The personal information sheet 
on the internet and the number of book they read. 
2.3. Data Analysis 
Data obtained from a personal information sheet was analyzed. The relationship between the numbers of book that 
students have read and the time that they spend on internet was analyzed by performing Pearson product-moment 
correlation; the relationship between gender and their purpose of internet usage was analyzed by using Chi-square 
test; and the relationship between the numbers of book students have read and their department was analyzed by 
using one-way ANOVA. A P value of less than .05 was considered as a significant relationship. 
3. Results 
        
learning; and their gender, age, their department, their purpose of internet usage, their favorite website, time they 
spend on the internet in Istanbul University.  
   The age distribution of 227 teacher candidates was at age of 22-26 (91%) and 27-31 (9%). The teacher 
candidates used internet an hour (50.7%), two hour (31.3%) and three hours (10.1 %) in a day. The teacher 
Language and Literature (15%), Mathematics 
(13.2%), Physics (13.2%), Chemistry (12.3%), History (9.7%), Philosophy (9.7%), Geography (8.8%), Music (3%).  
 
 
Variables N r p 
Time spent on the 
internet 
The numbers of 
book 
227 -,067 ,315 
  Table1 
As shown in Table 1, the result of Pearson product-moment correlation showed that there was no significant 
relationship between the numbers of book teacher candidates have read and the time they spend on the internet 
(p>.05). Moreover, there is no significant relationship between the numbers of book teacher candidates have read 
and their purpose of internet usage as well. The results also showed that teacher candidates primarily have used 
internet for doing homework, reading news and journals; and accessing information; therefore, it might be assumed 
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that they used internet to improve themselves and they have accessed new information easily with the help of the 
internet. 
Groups 
Purpose of internet usage   








Funny  e-mail   
Gender 
 Female 17 22 4 3 14 60 18,276 4 ,001 
%-Rate 28,3% 36,7% 6,7% 5,0% 23,3% 100,0% 
 
     167 
  Male 95 41 4 1 26 
%-Rate  56,9% 24,6% 2,4% ,6% 15,6% 
Total 
112 63 8 4 40 227    
                      %-Rate 49,3% 27,8% 3,5% 1,8% 17,6% 100,0
% 
   
Table 2 
 
The result of Chi-square test showed that there was significant relationsh gender 
and their purpose of internet usage  (X2=18,276a; p<0.5). Whereas female teacher candidates have used the internet 
for information (36.7%), homework (28.3%), male teacher candidates have used the internet for information 
(56.9%), homework (24.6%). Although there is significant difference between female and male teacher candidates, 
both of them primarily have used the internet for information and homework; therefore, it might be assumed that 
they have used the internet for individual development. 
 
Var. K. Sum of Squares df Mean Square F p 
Department   1765,284 9 196,143 
4,073  
 
,000  The numbers 
of book 10450,434 217 48,159 
 Total 12215,718 226   
    
  Table 3 
As shown in Table 3, the result of one-way ANOVA showed that the numbers of book teacher candidates have 
read were significantly different according to their department (p< .01). In an attempt to explore further the 
relationship between departments post hoc test was performed. 
  (j) Mean Difference (i-j) 
Std. 
Error p 
Mathematics Teacher Candidates Turkish  Language and Literature 
Teacher Candidates -7,741
* 1,738 ,000 
History Teacher Candidates -5,573* 1,948 ,005 
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Chemistry Teacher Candidates Turkish Language and Literature 
Teacher Candidates -7,941
* 1,771 ,000 
History Teacher Candidates -5,773* 1,977 ,004 
Biology Teacher Candidates Turkish Language and Literature 
Teacher Candidates -4,618
* 1,683 ,007 
 Geography Teacher Candidates Turkish Language and Literature 
Teacher Candidates -6,791
* 1,956 ,001 
 
History Teacher Candidates -4,623* 2,144 ,032 
  Physics Teacher Candidates Turkish Language and Literature 
Teacher Candidates -7,341
* 1,738 ,000 
 
History Teacher Candidates -5,173* 1,948 ,009 
  Philosophy Teacher Candidates 
Mathematics Teacher Candidates 4,027* 1,948 ,040 
 
Chemistry Teacher Candidates 4,227* 1,977 ,034 
Table 4 
    
As shown in Table 4, the results from post-hoc analyses showed that as expected, History and Turkish 
Language and Literature teacher candidates have read more books than Mathematics, Chemistry, Physics, Biology 
teacher candidates. It might be assumed that students study in history and Turkish language and literature 
department have read more books s requirement.    
4. Discussion 
   The results showed that there was no relationship between the numbers of book teacher candidates have read and 
the time they spend on the internet (p>.05). Moreover, there is no significant relationship between the numbers of 
book teacher candidates have read and their purpose of internet usage as well. The purpose of internet usage varied 
according to gender: female teacher candidates have used the internet for information (36.7%), homework (28.3%) 
whereas male teacher candidates have used the internet for information (56.9%), homework (24.6%). The numbers 
of book teacher candidates have read varied according to department of teacher candidates: History and Turkish 
language and literature teacher candidates have read more books than Mathematics, Chemistry, Physics, Biology 
teacher candidates. For future studies, other factors that affect habits of reading should be investigated to increase 
the numbers of books teacher candidates have read. 
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